GROWING TOGETHER (JUNE 3RD, 2018)

HEBREWS 10:24
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works ...

+ Part of God’s design for us as a church is for us to be engaged in this
task—this adventure—of encouraging one another in our growth (Psalm 1,
John 15, 2 Peter 3, 1 Peter 2).

1 THESSALONIANS 4:1,9

'Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are
doing, that you do so more and more.

9Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for
you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, for that indeed is
what you are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you,
brothers, to do this more and more ...

COLOSSIANS 2:19

[Regarding the Head, to whom we must all hold fast] from whom the whole body,
nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth
that is from God.

* There should be a commitment to contributing to one another’s growth,
and by so doing, contributing to our growth together.

There are four things that need to be in place in order for us to be a church that
is growing together, that is stirring one another up, to love and good deeds.

FIRST) Relationship

SECOND) Truth

THIRD) A Willingness to Speak
FOURTH) A Willingness to Listen

EPHESIANS 4:29
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

Ask yourselves, what grade would you give yourself when it comes to
relationships? to the truth being present in your life? to having a
willingness to speak? to having a willingness to listen?

* Are you positioning yourself in meaningful relationships for meaningful
involvement in those relationships?

+ Do you have a personal life in the Word?

* Are you considering your words carefully when you speak?

* Is there someone in your life who can freely speak to you, inquiring openly and
honestly about your motives and actions without you getting defensive?
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BOOKS AND INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED IN THIS SERIES

AC Dixon (Amzi Clarence Dixon, July 6,
1854 — June 14, 1925) was a Baptist
pastor, Bible expositor, and evangelist,
popular during the late 19th and early
20th centuries. With R.A. Torrey he
edited an influential series of essays,
published as The Fundamentals (1910-
15), which gave fundamentalist
Christianity its name.

J.C. Ryle was well known for his warm,
plain-spoken candor, the kind which
appeals to all souls regardless of rank or
title, and this booklet is no different.
Bold, encouraging, and affectionate, A
Call to Prayer is just as the title says; an
earnest invitation for all children of God
to come before Him in prayer. Read it, be
edified, and have hope: you have access
to the Maker of heaven and earth who
can do all things (description from the
back of the book).
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